
 

      

 

 

 

 

   URBAN SPACESHIP PODCAST, EPISODE #3, March 24, 2021 

   Topic: I-94 Proposed Expansion 

   Program hosts: 

   Jeremy Fojut - Co-Founder & CEO, NEWaukee 

   Montavius Jones - Development Associate, Cinnaire 

   Michael Bradley - Amateur Demographer, Passionate about Urbanism 

    

 
Urban Spaceship presented by Greenfire is a civic program that explores the intersection of planning, 

architecture, housing, development, transportation, placemaking, government, economic development, historic 

preservation, construction, and design. 

Each episode will dive deep into inspiring ideas to make Milwaukee more human-centered, sustainably-

developed, and rethink and reframe the very foundation and function urbanism has on our region. 

 

Podcast 3 Summary:  

 

What’s caught the panelists’ eye in urbanism this week: 

High speed rail again made the news with the House of Representatives proposing $40 billion in high 

speed rail grants. Pros and cons: reducing the time to commute between Milwaukee and Chicago is a 

plus for some. Others would rather see connecting neighborhoods within the city, and high speed rail 

may detract from the infrastructure already in place for Bus Rapid Transit. 

 

Deep Dive Topic: Proposed I-94 Expansion 

 

The Chamber of Commerce did not respond to an invitation to comment, and the DOT declined to 

present their view with us on this project. 

 

A history of Milwaukee’s rail system takes us back to the three track electric rail which had high 

ridership and ran frequently from Milwaukee to Waukesha. This was replaced through eminent domain 

in the 1950s for a freeway right-of-way.  The freeway took out large sections of neighborhoods, 

affecting people of color predominantly.  

 

There have not been significant changes in traffic volumes on the freeway measured between 2000-

2020. The proposed freeway expansion is lacking in indicators of increased traffic. There is no demand 

for expansion. The only significant delay noted is during rush hour, and the past year has seen a 

dramatic increase in the workforce working remotely.  

 

The infrastructure in place is not being financially supported, but borrowing continues for expansion 

projects. The DOT has one tool in place – the hammer of highway expansion. From their perspective, 

they are putting people to work, but at the same time, they are destroying neighborhoods and the local 

business livelihoods there.  

 

http://greenfire.com/


This freeway corridor was also on the table 30 years ago in the 1990s. At that time, the DOT opposed 

additional freeway lanes. What changed their thinking? Now their proposals would damage Avenues 

West and Merrill Park. Over the years they have proposed eliminating left exits, regional bus systems, 

express bus roadways, and a double-decker freeway at the bottleneck by the stadium interchange. 

 

Today, they propose adding a fourth lane in each direction. There is a serious pinch point at the 

cemetery in the stadium interchange. In order to get to 8 lanes, they would cut the size of lanes down to 

11 feet wide with only 2-foot shoulders, and take out the Hawley Road exits. The access to West Allis 

and Wauwatosa would be degraded. 

 

Proposing a 3-level interchange, like the Marquette interchange in terms of height, would be a massive 

job, and the community does not want it. The DOT defines the area involved as 30 feet, but it would 

extend much beyond that. It would be a trash compacter. 

 

To talk of “time saved,” you need to realize the changes would save about 5 minutes in rush hour. Is 

that the kind of investment that is best? The Common Council has opposed the expansion, but the state 

continues to ram it down their throat. 

 

The expansion would sacrifice livelihoods in the black and brown communities on the altar of 

commuters. 

 

If it’s jobs and progress, we have to look at building cities for the people who live in them, and Urban 

Spaceship will continue to push these conversations. 

 

High Note – Highlighting Positive Stories & Projects 

 

It was great to see the news release about the VA Soldier’s Home renovation. This was built after the 

Civil War and is a spectacular building. It has been converted into 60-80 residences for veterans, with 

more than 50% leased out. The old theater has been restored, and there are plans to improve other 

buildings on the grounds. It’s one of the treasures of our region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


